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Nothing seems clearer than that in the autumn Parnell was   CHAP.
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deliberately provocative to an extent that no motive solely         '

political could explain. He desired not to avoid arrest, but
court it, to make it inescapable. The reason is that on account
of his child not yet bom he was in an unbearable extremity.
Humanly he could not remain free without making his tender-
ness the sure cause of Ms detection. If he meant to remain a
political leader and yet communicate with the woman he wor-
shipped through the time when she was herself in fear, Ms only
resorts were prison and invisible ink. For Ms sake it was best;
above all for hers. Just before the arrest he warned Mrs. O'Shea
that "any further effort to avoid arrest would be inexpedient on
all counts".1 Immediately on Ms arrest he wrote, "The only
thing that makes me worried and unhappy is that it may hurt
you and our child . . . if anything happens to you I must die
childless".2

There is one cheerful incident. The O'Gorman Mahon, M.P.,
was already over eighty, but full of the zest of Ms picaresque
life. Approaching Chamberlain to plead for Parnell, he was
asked by the Minister what guarantee he could give for Ms cMef.
"By God! sir," cried the old fire-eater, "if he doesn't behave I
will shoot Mm!"

But Chamberlain, for political reasons, now thought Parnell
impossible and wrote (October 12) to Dilke: "In for a penny in
for a pound. I hope it will be a clean sweep. The electors will
better stand a crushing blow than coercion by driblets."
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Morley was of another mind, and the divergence caused lively
argument between two devoted companions. Practical relations
were necessarily changed since the time when Morley was simply
the editor of the Fortnightly Review. Then there were weeks to
discuss questions and adjust opinions and arrive at an identical
alignment. Now as the editor of an evening newspaper, the Pall
Mall Gazette, the great journalist often had to make up his mind
and to take Ms line on the instant without a chance of consulta-

1 Charles Stewart ParneU, by his Wife, vol. i. p,
2 Ibid. vol. i. p. 207 (Oct. 13, 1881),
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